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a.m., I was sent for, on account of very acute spas-
modic pains, which had been almost incessant during
the preceding night, when I fouild the os uteri closed,
but so dilatable as to gradually admit of the insinua-
tion of my finger until I felt the child's head; I then
introduced a male catheter, and when the end of it
came in contact with the head of the child, I passed
it round the head and pushed it suddenly and forcibly
through the membranes. About a pint of fluid passed
off through the catheter, having the appearance of
dark-colored and very thick muddy water; I sup-
pose the probe had, on its first or second introduction,
occasioned some hemorrhage inIto the membranes.
About two hours afterwards (at half-past seven
o'clock), the whole (living faetus and placenta) was
expelled-nineteen days after the first introduction of
the probe.

REMARKS.

I think that, when I had introduced the probe, in-
stead ofwithdrawing it as soon as I felt a little water
on my fingers, I ought to have first made a rent in the
membranes.
The similarity, with respect to relief afforded on

rupturing the membranes, in Dr. Lee's case, from
vomiting, &c., and in my own, from hemorrhage, ap.
peared to me remarkable; and although I should not
often expect the same results, yet these cases show
that very great anid immediate benefit may be some-
times obtained by artificial interference, and that
probably death may be occasionally prevented.
To-day (a week since the miscarriage), Mrs. J. is

recovering very satisfactorily.
East Retford, July 4, 1842.

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, PARIS.
Jutne 27.

URINARY ORGANS OF BIRDS.

Dr. Mayer, of Bonii, presented a memoir on the
urinary organs of birds. The object of the author is
to show that in the gallinacee, for a certain period
after birth, there exists a well-developed bladder,
which gradually becomes united to and confounded
with the cloaca.

ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, PARIS.
June 28.

ANEURISMS.

M. Laugier presented two patients wlhom he had
treated successfully for popliteal aneurism, by the
usual method of ligature of the femoral artery. The
author asks if it may not be better practice to tie the
artery at an early stage of the disease than to wait
until the collateral circulation has been established.

ARTIFICIAL PUPIL.
M. Robert presented a medical student, twenty-

three years of age, on whom he had successfuilly
operated for artificial pupil. Some years previously
he had been wounded in the left eye by a foil;
sympathetic inflammation attacked the right eye, and
produced atresia of the pupil. Vision was com-
pletely destroyed in the left eye, and in the riglht
allmost completely goIne.

M. Robert, having made ain incision, about three
lines lonig, at the outer side of the cornea, with Beer's
lance-shaped knife, introduced a very fine hooked
forceps, seized the membrane which obstructed the
pupil, and, having torn it at the edge, drew it out
through the incision, and excised a portion of it. The
black circle of the pupil, somewhat elongated trans-
versely, was now seen, with the transparent lens be-
hind it. In four days the wound of the cornea was
healed, and in eighteen days the functions of the eye
were completely restored. Eighteen months have
elapsed since the operation, without any unfavorable
change.

ROYAL SOCIETY.
March 17, 1842.

Contributtions to the Chemical History of the Com.
pounds ofPalladium and Platinum. By ROBERT
KANE, M.D.
The author states it to be his object, in this and in

some subsequent papers, to examine specially the com-
position and properties of the compounds of palladium,
platinum, and gold; and to ascertain how far they
agree,.anc in what they differ, as to the laws of com-
bination to which these compounds are subjected.
He commences with the investigationi of the com-
pounds of palladium, employing for that purpose a
portion of that metal with which he was furnished by
the Royal Society out of the quantity bequeathed to
the Society by the late Dr. Wollaston. He describes
the mode of obtaining the protoxide of palladium, and
enters into the analysis of the hydrated oxide, the
black suboxide, and the true basic carbonate of that
metal; detailing their properties and the formulh
which express their mode of composition. The chlo-
rides of palladium form the next subject of inquiry;
and the author concludes from his experiments that
the loss of chlorine which the protochloride under-
goes, when kept for some time in a state of fusion at
a red heat, is perfectly definite; and also that the loss
represents one half of the chlorine which the salt
contains. But in the double salts formed by the
protochloride of palladium with the chlorides of the
alkaline metals, he finds that the similarity of consti-
tution usually occurring between the compounds of
ammonium and potassium is violated. From his
analysis of the oxychloride of palladium the author
concludes that it is quite analogous to the ordinary
oxychloride of copper. He then examines a variety
of products derived from the action of a solution of
caustic potass on solutions of ammonia-chlorides of
potassium. Their properties he finds to indicate
analogies between palladium and other metals, whose
laws of combination are better known. The sulphate,
the ammonia-sulphates, the nitrates, and the ammonia-
nitrates of palladium, and lastly, the double oxalate
of palladium and ammonium, are, in like manner, sub-
jected to examinationl in a detailed series of experi-
ments.
The second section of the paper relates to the com-

pounds of platinum, and comprehends researches on
the composition of the protochloride of platinuim; on
thc action of ammonia on biniodide of platinum; and
on the actioin of ammonia on the perchloride of plati-
num; in - lhich the properties of these substances are



detailed and the formulhe expressing their composition
deduced.

April7, 1842.
On the Ultimate Distribution of the Air-passages, and

the Modes of Formation of the Air-cells of the
Lungs. By WILLIAme ADDiSON, Esq., F.L.S.,
Surgeon, Great Malvern.

After reciting the various opinions which have pre-
vailed among anatomists regarding the manner in
which the bronchial tubes terminate, whether, as some
suppose, by cells having free communication with one
another, or, as others maintain, by distinct and sepa-
rate cells having no such iintercommunication, the
author states that having been engaged in investigating,
with the aid of the microscope, the seat and nature of
pulmonary tubercles, he could never discover, in the
course of his inquiry, any tubes ending in a cul-de-
sac; but, on the contrary, always saw, in every
section that he made, air-cells communicating with
each other. He concludes from his experiments and
observations, that the bronchial tubes, after dividing
dichotomously into a multitude of minute branches,
which pursue their course in the cellular interstices of
the lobules, terminate, in their interior, in branched
air-passages, and in air-cells which freely communicate
with oue another, and have a closed termination at
the boundary of the lobule. The apertures by whicl
these air-cells open into one another are termed by the
author lobular passages: but he states that the air-
cells have not an indiscriminate or genieral intercom-
munication throughout the interior of a lobule, and
that lo anastomoses occur between the interlobular
ramifications of the bronchia themselves; each branch
pursuing its own independent course to its termination
in a closed extremity. Several drawings of the
microscopical appearances of injected portioins of the
lungs accompany this paper.

May 5, 1842.
Additional Observations on Fibre. By MARTIN B3ARRY,

M.D., F.R.S., Lond. and Ed.
On examining coagulating blood, the author finds

that it contains discs of two different kinds; the one
comparatively pale; the other very red. It is in the
latter discs that a filament is formed; and it is these
discs which enter into the formation of the clot; the
former, or the pale discs, being merely entangled in
the clot, or else remaining in the serum. He thinks
that the filament escaped the notice of former ob-
servers, from their having directed their attention
almost exclusively to the undeveloped discs which
remained in the serum, and thus conceived that the
blood-discs are of subordinate importance, and are not
concerned in the evolution of fibrin.
To render the filament distinctly visible, Dr. Barry

adds a chemical re-agent capable of removing a portion
of the red coloring matter, without altogether dis-
solving the filament. He employs for this purpose
chiefly a solution of one part of nitrate of silver in 120
parts of distilled water; and sometimes also the
chromic acid. He admits that the use of these re-agents
would, on account of their destructive tendency when
concentrated, be objectionable as proofs of the absence
of any visible structure; but as the point to be proved
is, that a certain specific structure does exist, he con-
tends that the same appearance would not equally
result from the chemical actions of re-agents so differ-

ent as are those of chrome and the salts of mercury
and of silver. After the appearance of the filament,
thus brought to light, has become familiar to the eye,
it may be discerned in the blood-discs when coagula-
tion has commenced, without any addition whatever.
Those blood-discs of the newt, which contain filaments,
often assume the form of flask-like vesicles, the mem-
branes of which exhibit folds, converging towards the
neck, where, on careful examination, a minute body
may be seen protruding. This body is the extremity
of the filament in question, its protrusion being occa-
sionally such as admit of its remarkable structure
being recognised.

The author proceeds to describe various ap-
pearances which he has observed in the coagulum of
the blood, and which strongly resemble those met
with in the tissues of the body, and are obviously
referable to a similar process of formation. He bears
testimony to the accuracy of the delineations of coa-
gulated blood given by Mr. Gulliver. One of the
most remarkable phenomena discovered by the auithor
in the coagulation of the blood is, the evolution of red
coloring matter-a change corresponding to that which
he had previously observed to take place in the for-
mation of the various structures of the body out of the
corpuscles of the blood. He considers the production
of filaments as constitutiing the essential circumstance
in coagulation.
He conajectures that the notched or granulated fibres

noticed in the blood by Professor Mayer, may have been
of the same kind as tie flat, grooved, and compound
filaments described by himself; but he thinks that
in tllat case, Mayer's explanation of their mode of
origin must be erroneous; for they may be seen to be
produced by a portion of the blood not mentioned by
him-namely, the corpuscles.
Mr. Addison's discovery of globules in the upper-

most stratum of inflammatory blood, and of their
influence in the formation of the buffy coat, is con-
firmed by Dr. Barry, who remarks that these globules
are altered red blood-discs. That the blood corpus-
cles are reproduced by means of parent-cells, as sug-
gested by Mr. Owen and by the author, is confirmed
by the observations of Dr. Remak; but the author had
long ago indicated a division of the nucleus as being
more particularly the mode of reproduction, not oinly
of those corpuscles, but of cells in general. With
this conjecture the observations ofRemak on the blood-
corpuscles of the fmtal chick fully accord. Whether
the author's further speculation-namely, that the
parent-cells are altered red blood-discs, is correct,
still remains to be seen.
The phenomenon of the "breaking off short," or

notching of the fasciculus of a voluntary muscle in a
transverse cleavage of the fibre, is regarded by Dr.
Barry as a natural consequence of the interlacing of
the larger spirals, which he has described in a former
paper; the fracture, in proceeding directly across the
fasciculus, taking the direction in which there is
least resistance.
The position of the filament in the blood-corpuscle

is represented as bearing a striKing resemblance to tllat
of the young in the ovum of certain intestinal worms,
the filaments of which are reproduced by spontaneous
division. The author subjoins the following quere,
" Is the blood-corpuscle to be regarded as an ovum ?"
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